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| The genersl situcstion hed become stiil more hopeless in 
the merntime. He told me that he hed now thought out 
enother plen. Himmler, Goebbels end Rormenn, the three 

| most Asngerous ond pernicious, met nersrly every evening in 
tn the Reich-Cheancery to work out their disbolicel plnens, 
to pronounce the terrible death sentences otc., During the 
night sireralds, 211 three left the Reioh-Chancery in treir 
gers to the suburbs of Berlin and 4 moment like this was to 
be made use of for » surprise ettsek. He hed found several 
courng@eous mon who were good shots and ho himself? would desl 
with one of the three cars. 

Ur. Specr gave meiithe task of getting him submachine-azune, 
pistols (I belfeve 12 of them} and the ammunition for trem. 
He slso asked for some flere cartPiges for Llluminstion, 
similar to tiose dropped by sirplanes as marking signels. 

This was en exciting and turbulent time; nobody was sure 
of his life ony more and also Mr. Speer carried from thet 
time on = loaded pistol. - I myself hed just with the help 
of Speer menaged to emcape & Gestapo~-investigsation, on 
aecount of defectist renarks. 
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But I had no opportunity to see him alone before the 


collapse and I oan therefore not tell what he did in 


yarticulsar. 


Mr.| Burdell: ; 


You say that this conversstion with Minister Speer took 
olace some time about the middle of Februsry 1945° Prior 
to thet time hed Speer made any mention to you of his plens 
or intentions in this connection’ p 
I eneswered thet in the first question. i 4di4 not know 
Minister Speer before August 1944. 

Retween Jurust 1944 and February 1945 did you get to know 
Minister “neer quite well . 

Yos. I hed to take over the wain comeittee for munitions. 

na after Speer ceme back I wanted to ask Speer to relieve 

me of my duties. I did this for three ressons. Yirst of 

all I hed no ties with the "SDAP. Secondly, becsuse I slways 
had trouble with toe Varty, and third, because I was of the 
oninion that the wer should be brought to an end. Instead 

of being relieved, Minister Speer said to me theat'I was Just 
the men Z2ho#y wuonted ond thus my acquaintance with Speer cane 
sboute I was licison aon between Speer and the various 

other heeds of the committess in order to prevent the 
destruction orders of 15 Sentember 1944. 

In view of the fact thet you only got to know Speer in 1944, 
how does it happen that es soon as February 1945 Speer felt 
thet it was safe to take up such o deliesto matter with you’ 
I can't say off hand just how. After eli, when I was liaison | 
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men Spoor hed already represented « cert: in mount of 
trust in me. 
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Wann hat diese Besprechung stattgefunden ? 


Die Besprechung hat etwa Miitte Februar 1945 statt- 
gefunden. 


War es das erste lial, dag Sie Herrn Speer gesprochen haben ? 


Ich habe Herrn Speer im August 1944 kennen gelernt. 


Hatte sie llinister Speer schon vor dieser Unterredung, die 
Sie mit ihm im Februar 45 gehabt haben, tiber seine Absichten 
in Kenntnis gesetzt ? 


Nein. 


Haben die liinister Speer zwischen August 1944 und Februar 1945 
so gut kennen gelernt ? 


Ich hatte wahrend der Krankheit Speers kommissarisch 
den Hauptausschuss liunition zu iibernehmen. Als Herr 
r ppeer zuriickkam, wollte ich ihn bitten, mich aus diesem 

Amte wieder zu entlassen und brachte vor, da ich 

1.) keine parteiliche Resonanz hatte, 

2.) mit der Partei Schwierigkeiten habe und 

4.) daB der Krieg nach meiner Ansicht bald beendet 

werden mtiSte. 


Anstatt nun entlassen zu werden, erklarte mir Herr Speer: 
Sie sind der richtige Mann ftir mich. Damals richtete 
sich das Hauptaugenmerk gegen die Zerst6rungsbefehle 


Adolf Hitlers. Der erste Zerstérungsbefehl von Hitler 
kam etwa am 15.9.1944 heraus. 


Ich war der Verbindungsmann zwischen Speer und den 
anderen Hauptausschussleitern, um die Zerstérungs- 
befehle zunichte zu machen. 


fleso kommt es, da Sie Minister Speer erst im August 1944 
kennen gelernt haben, im Februar 1945 Minister Speer an Sie 
mit elner ziemlich delikaten irage herangetreten ist ? 


Das kann ich nicht sagen. Is ist anzunehmen, da8 dieses 
Vertrmensverhaltnis entstand durch die Zusammenarbeit 
im Kampf gegen die Zerstérungsbefehle, die auch ver- 
traulichster Art waren. y, Aon 

a f 44 a, 


a A //, y fy / 
| ae HAMA [hats “~ ‘fs 





Dr. Fans Flaechsner 


Defense Counsel Charles S. Burdell, OUSCC 
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